NOVEMBER REVOLUTION TO NEW ECONOMIC POLICY
dous responsibility. It would have been an easy way out for
cowards. But the Bolsheviks were not afraid of responsibility,
were not looking for easy ways out, were confident that the whole
of the active, conscious population was behind them, and swept
the Assembly aside. Not anywhere in Russia did the indifferent
mass stir in protest. The Assembly died like the Tsardom, and the
coalition before it. Not any one of the three showed in the manner
of its dying that it retained any right to live."1
Mr. Ransome did not exaggerate. On the contrary, the action
of the Government was emphatically confirmed by a much more
representative Congress, the third All-Russian Congress of Soviets,
some days later. To quote Litvinov: "The real Constituent
Assembly of the proletarian-peasant Republic of the Soviets met
a week later, when the third All-Russian Congress of the Soviets
assembled, and was soon joined by the All-Russian Congress of
Peasant Delegates. Both of them endorsed by an overwhelming
majority the policy and the actions of the Council of People's
Commissars, and elected a joint Central Executive Committee to
represent permanently the labouring masses of the Russian nation,
and to act as the supreme legislative and controlling authority.
Their political complexion showed better than anything else could
that the Constituent Assembly, which contained a majority against
the Bolsheviks, had not faithfully reflected the real mind of the
people.3*
This Congress, on January 27, 1918, accepted the famous
declaration of the rights of the toiling and exploited peoples. It
began with the words: "Russia is declared a republic of workers',
soldiers', and peasants' Soviets. The whole central and local
authority rests with Soviets. The Russian Soviet Republic is
declared a free alliance of free nations and a federation of national
republics."
On the following day a decree was passed annulling the debts
of the former Imperial and Provisional Governments, and on
February 19,1918, another decree was accepted socializing the land.
i The New Republic (U.S.A.).
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